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Purpose of Report 
 
At their meeting of 12 July 2022 Cabinet resolved to further review the vehicle age 
requirements for first licensing of hackney carriage and private hire vehicles. 
 

Recommendations 

 

That Cabinet: 

1.  Review the South Kesteven District Council Hackney Carriage and 
Private Hire Licensing Policy upon publication of the results of the 
Department for Transport’s consultation on the revised Taxi and 
Private Hire Vehicle Licensing Best Practice Guidance for Licensing 
Authorities in England. 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Decision Information 

Is this a Key Decision? Yes 

Does the report contain any 
exempt or confidential 
information not for publication? 

No  

What are the relevant corporate 
priorities?  

Healthy and strong communities 
 

Which wards are impacted? All  

 
1.  Implications 
 
Taking into consideration implications relating to finance and procurement, legal and 
governance, risk and mitigation, health and safety, diversity and inclusion, staffing, 
community safety, mental health and wellbeing and the impact on the Council’s 
declaration of a climate change emergency, the following implications have been 
identified: 
 
Finance and Procurement  
 
1.1 There are no direct financial implications associated with this report. 

Reviewed by: Alison Hall-Wright, Assistant Director of Finance 

Legal and Governance 
 
1.2 Under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, a district 

council may attach to the grant of a licence of a hackney carriage or private hire 
vehicle such conditions as the district council may consider reasonably necessary.  
 

1.3 The approval of the Policy is an Executive function of the Council. 
  

1.4 At the meeting on 12 July 2022 Cabinet agreed to review the position in 3 months.  
The Council entered a pre-election period in October 2022.  The pre-election 
restrictions are governed by Section 2 of the Local Government Act 1986, as this 
is a matter relating to policy and the main member of the public who raised this 
issue was a candidate, it was not appropriate for the matter to be reviewed during 
this period.  

 
Reviewed by: Graham Watts, Assistant Director of Governance (Deputy Monitoring 
Officer) 
 
 
 
 



Is an Equality Impact Assessment required?  
 
The vehicle age criterion does not have specific negative impacts on groups from any of 
the protected characteristics.  An Equality Impact Assessment was undertaken as part of 
the review of the policy in 2020/21.  
 
Climate Change 
 
1.5 The age of a vehicle has an impact on the level of exhaust emissions. The current 

Euro 6 standard took full effect from September 2016.  The Euro 7 standard is 
expected to be implemented from 2025, with the sale of new petrol and diesel cars 
being phased out by Government by 2030.  From 2035, all new cars must be zero 
emissions at the tailpipe, therefore, in the longer term, the taxi trade will have to 
transition to zero emission vehicles. 

 

2. Background to the Report 
 
2.1 The current South Kesteven District Council Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 

Licensing Policy (“the Policy”) was approved by Cabinet on 12 January 2021.  The 
Policy took effect on 1 April 2021, with the exception of the reduction in vehicle 
age at first licensing from 7 to 5 years, which took effect on 1 October 2021. The 
delay in the implementation of this element of the policy was intended to give the 
taxi trade an opportunity to plan for the change. Once a vehicle is licenced it can 
continue to be renewed until it reaches the age of 10 years (12 years in the case 
of wheelchair accessible and low/zero emission vehicles).  Part 2, paragraph 2.4 
of the Policy refers to the maximum age of vehicles. 

 
2.2 The Department for Transport (DfT) recently consulted on proposed changes to 

the Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle Licensing Best Practice Guidance for Licensing 
Authorities in England.  The draft guidance is non statutory but includes proposals 
relating to vehicle age and more targeted approaches to meet relevant policy 
objectives, such as on emissions, safety rating and increasing wheelchair 
accessible provision where this is low. The consultation closed on 20 June 2022; 
the response has not yet been published.  

 
2.3 On 12 July 2022, Cabinet considered a recommendation from the Environment 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee to urgently review the vehicle age at first 
licensing aspect of the Council’s Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing 
policy, paying special regard to the vehicle age five-year rule.   

 
2.4 On 12 July 2022, Cabinet resolved that: 
 

1. No changes be made to the Council’s Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
Policy at this time and a review be undertaken upon publication of the results 
of the Department for Transport’s consultation on the revised Taxi and Private 



Hire Vehicle Licensing Best Practice Guidance for Licensing Authorities in 
England. 

 
2.   The Leader of the Council or Cabinet Member for Corporate Governance and 

Licensing writes to the government minister responsible to seek confirmation 
as to when the Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle Licensing Best Practice 
Guidance for Licensing Authorities in England will be published. 

 
3.   The position be reviewed in three months, with a view to adopting the 

Government’s best practice. 
 

2.5 The Cabinet Member for Corporate Governance and Licensing wrote to The Rt 
Hon Grant Shapps MP, Secretary of State for Transport on 28 July 2022. As no 
response was received, The Leader of the Council wrote to Gareth Davies MP for 
Grantham and Stamford on 13 October 2022. 

  
2.6 A response was received on 27 October 2022 advising that the Department for 

Transport is progressing the work as quickly as possible but is unable to provide a 
specific date at this time.  The response is at Appendix 1.  

 
2.7 Cabinet resolved to review the position three months after the July meeting with a 

view to adopting the Government’s best practice. This period has elapsed, and the 
consultation response and final Best Practice Guidance has not been published. 

 
2.8 The draft guidance acknowledges that most Licensing Authorities currently have a 

policy which focuses on the age of a vehicle. The age limits of vehicles at first 
licence for Lincolnshire and other neighbouring licensing authorities are shown in 
table 1.  

 
 

Licensing Authority Hackney Carriage Vehicles  

Maximum Age at First 
Licence (Years) 

Private Hire Vehicles  

Maximum Age at First 
Licence (Years) 

Peterborough City Council 3 (must be wheelchair 
accessible) 

6 (with maximum mileage 
condition) 

Newark and Sherwood 4 (7 for wheelchair 
accessible) 

4 (7 for wheelchair 
accessible) 

North East Lincolnshire  5 5 

South Kesteven District 
Council 

5  5 

South Holland 5  None set   

Melton Borough Council 6 6 

North Kesteven 7 7 



North Lincolnshire 8 8 

City of Lincoln  Minimum of Euro 5 for new 
vehicles (must be London 
cab style or Multi-Purpose 
Vehicle) 

Minimum of Euro 5 for 
new vehicles  

Boston Borough Council None set None set 

East Lindsey District Council None set  None set 

Rutland County Council None set None set 

West Lindsey  None set None set  

 
 
2.9 In September 2021, prior to the implementation of the revised vehicle age policy in 

October 2021, there were 306 vehicles and 354 drivers licenced by the Authority.  
One year on, in September 2022 this stood at 314 vehicles and 362 drivers.    

 
3. Key Considerations 
 
3.1 The draft Department for Transport Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle Licensing Best 

Practice Guidance for Licensing Authorities in England is non statutory; however, 
it is intended to assist licensing authorities in formulating their policy.  

 
3.2 Under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, Licensing 

Authorities may attach to the grant of a licence of a hackney carriage or private 
hire vehicle such conditions as the they may consider reasonably necessary.  

 
3.3 The Government response to the consultation has not yet been published and no 

date for the response is available.  
 

4. Other Options Considered 
 
4.1 The following alternative options are available to the Cabinet: 

 
1. Amend the Policy to alter or remove the current vehicle age criterion for 

newly licensed vehicles.  
 
2. Amend the Policy based on the draft best practice guidance, introducing an 

emissions-based criterion for newly licensed vehicles.  
 
5. Reasons for the Recommendations 
 
5.1 The adoption of the South Kesteven District Council Hackney Carriage and 

Private Hire Licensing Policy is an Executive function of the Council. 
 



5.2 The Government has not yet published a response to the consultation and the 
current draft Best Practice Guidance may be subject to change.  

 
5.3 All elements of the existing Policy will be reviewed in full following the publication 

of the revised Department for Transport Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle Licensing 
Best Practice Guidance for Licensing Authorities in England.   Any changes made 
prior to the final guidance may result in subsequent alterations to the same 
elements of the policy.  

 
6. Consultation 
 
6.1 Although not required by legislation, consultation was undertaken as part of the 

adoption of the current Policy.   
 
 
7. Background Papers 
 
7.1 DfT Consultation - Taxi and private hire vehicle best practice guidance 
 https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/taxi-and-private-hire-vehicle-best-

practice-guidance 
 
7.2 Report and Minutes of Cabinet, 12 July 2022 
 
7.3 South Kesteven Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy (pdf) 
 http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s35112/Hackney%20Carriag

e%20and%20Private%20Hire%20Licensing%20Policy.pdf 
 
8. Appendices 
 
8.1 Appendix 1 – Response from the Minister for Aviation and Local Transport, 27 

October 2022 
 


